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a ceremonial bath, chooses to spray himself with dust83
that is, to accept the composition of Parasara? The two
main reasons which have prompted Parasara to compose
this stotra are: (1) hailing from a family of devotees
of the Lord who have overcome the influence of maya
by whole-hearted surrender, and (2) the confidence
aroused in him by being adopted by the Lord and His
consort as their son. Further, even as the Veda's though
incompetent to do full justice to the glory of the Lord
still undertake such an effort, our poet also would like
to praise Him in his own way.

In the succeeding five verses (20 to 24) our poet
enters into the graphic description of the river Kaveri
who by her holy waters offers solace and delight to all
that enter into them and who embraces the Lord by
her wavy hands. The poet also gives the other names
of the river like Hemapaga or Kanaka (Ponni in Tamil)
Marudvrtha and Sahyakanya ('born from the Sahya
mountain'). The sandbank forming the islet where the
Srirangam town is situated receives the poet's attention
next. The river Kaveri surrounding the island flows in
such a manner that plantain, areca, rose-apple and other
trees are immersed neck-deep in its waters. These trees
create the delusion that a chain of clouds is hanging
down to drink water from the river. The poet identifies
the present island of Srirangam with the highest abode
of the Lord, namely, Srivaikuntha where live the liberated
souls. The Viraja river of the highest heavens is identified
with Kaveri. The poet aspires to move about freely in
the beautiful and holy gardens around the temple which
are gently waited upon by Kaveri and which remove
the fatigue of worldly existence for Vaisnava-s   These
gardens also reverberate with vedic chants. In a fit of
poetic fancy, Parasara states that the trees and plants